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The Yaphank Lakes

Both the upper and lower lakes in Yaphank are over-run with Carolina Fanwort (Cabomba) and
Variable Milfoil. Both are considered invasive species, non-native to our lakes. The Cabomba grows quickly,
crowding out the bladderwort weed, which is native to our lakes. As we have all seen, our lakes have become
unusable by swimmers, boaters, and fishermen as early as the middle of April. Eventually, the growth of the
Cabomba and Milfoil will use up the oxygen in the water, resulting in a fish kill. According to the Nature
Conservancy in 2005, our lake will be dead in a matter of years,

Solutions include the removal of all dams and the narrowing of the lake to a stream the width of several
feet; drainage of the lakes to kill the weeds and then dredge; and the use of an herbicide (Fiuridone), followed by
dredging. Dredging is necessary in those areas of the lake that have lost depth due to silt deposits. The
waterway from Camp Olympia (5 foot deep in the 1960’s) eastward to where it opens up on the lower lake is now
2"-6". This restricts fast flowing water and exacerbates the Cabomba growth problem.

It should be noted that Fluridone has recently, successfully been used on the Cabomba weed locally at
the Peconic River Sportsman’s Club (PRSC) in Manorville. (Fluridone has been used successfully since its EPA
approval in 1983 in New York State, Washington State, and Massachusetts, to name a few. * Fluridone is non-
tertogenic, non-mutagenic, and non-carcinogenic.) Within a matter of weeks, the weed was killed with both the
fish and fishermen thriving. The scientists at Cornell University as well as the Department of Conservation
(DEC) have observed the use of Fluridone for years.

" Brookhaven Town is responsible for our river bottoms (per the King of England in the 1600’s) and the
¥ JEC our waterways and waterfronts (per the Governor in the 1970’s). Connie Kepert, our Town Councilperson,
Marc Alessi, our Assemblyperson, and Kate Browning, our County Legislator, have all personally seen our
problem. Alessi’s representative and Kepert have also personally seen the results of the treatment at the PRSC.

On Friday, September 14" 2007, Connie Kepert stated that she already had $100,000 set aside for our
project. She is contacting Glenn Sullivan of Allied Biological to consult. Allied has successfully handled the
treatment of Cabomba in upstate NY, at the Brookhaven Lab, and at the Peconic River Sportsman’s Club.
Sullivan stated that he successfully treated Bear Pond near Hopatcong, NJ, in 2004, which had also both
Cabomba and Variable Milfoil. Sullivan stated that Fluridone was used, the pond has not needed follow-up
treatment, and that the fish are thriving.

What is heartening is that after years of living with this problem, a solution that could bring life back to our
lakes is at hand!

Steven Trusnovec






